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Startups are considered to be firms that are less than one year old. Almost
nine out of ten startups are very small, with one to four employees.

SMALL BUSINESS

The SBA Office of Advocacy defines small businesses as those with fewer
than 500 employees. The majority of U.S. businesses (over 99%) are small.
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Average Establishment Survival Rate
Establishments Started from 1994-2013
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Survival Rate by Year of Establishment

Establishments Surviving After:
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A business that started in 2004 had a 78.9% chance of surviving
90 one year and a 48.4% chance of surviving 5 years.
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Source: Business Employment Dynamics, Bureau of Labor Statistics





